CLAIMS 

1 . A medicament for prevention/treatment of atherosckrosis comprising a GM3 
synthase inhibitor. 

2. A medicament tor prevention/treatment of atherosclerosis conprising an 
inhibitor for repression of GM3 synthase gene. 

3. The medicament of claim 1 or 2, wherein GM3 synthase is a protein 
con^rising the same or substantially the same amino acid sequence as that of SEQ ID NO: 
1 , its partial peptMe or a salt thereof 

4. The medicament of claim 1 or 2, wherein GM3 synthase is a protein consisting 
of the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1, or a salt thereof 

5. An antisense polynucleotide comprising a base sequence complement to or 
substantially conq^lemcnt to that of the polynucleotide coding for the protein having the 
same or substantially the same amino acid sequence as that of SEQ ID NO: 1, or a partial 
pqitide thereof 

6. A medicament conq>rising the antisense polynucleotide of claim S. 

7. The medicament of claim 6, which is a medicament for prevention/treatment of 
atheiosclerosis. 

8. An siRNA or shRNA to the polynucleotide coding for the protein having the 
same or substantially the same anadno acid sequence as that of SEQ ID NO: 1, or a partial 
pq)tide thereof 

9. A medicament coicprising the siRNA or shRNA of claim 8. 

10. The medicament of claim 9, which is a medicament for prevention/treatment 
of atherosclerosis. 

1 1. A medicament for prevention/treatment of atherosclerosis con^rising an 
antibody to GM3 synthase. 

12. A diagnostic product for atherosclerosis comprising an antibody to GM3 

synthase. 

13. A diagnostic product for atherosclerosis coiiq)rising a polynucleotide coding 
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fi>r the protein having the same or substantially the same amino acid sequence as that of 
SEQ ID NO: U or apartial peptide thereof 

14. A method of diagnosing atherosclerosis which is characterized by using an 
antibody to GM3 synthase or a polynucleotide coding for the protein having the same or 
substantially the same amino acid sequence as that of SEQ ID NO: 1, or a partial peptide 
thereof 

15. Use of antibody to GM3 synthase or a polynucleotide coding for the protein 
having the same or substantially the same amino acid sequence as that of SEQ ID NO: 1, 
or a partial peptide thereof^ for manu&cturing a diagnostic product for atherosclerosis. 

16. A method of diagnosing atherosclerosis which is characterized by quantifying 
GM3 in blood plasma of mammal 

17. Use of GM3 for diagnostic marieer of atherosclerosis. 

18. A method of diagnosing atherosclerosis which is characteraed by quantifying 
GM3 synthase in blood plasma of mammal. 

19^ Use of GM3 synthase for diagnostic marker of atherosclerosis, 

20. A method of screening a prophylactic/therq>eutic agent for atherosclerosis 
which is characterized by using the protein having the same or substantially the same 
amino acid sequence as that of SEQ ID NO: 1, its partial peptide or a salt thereof. 

21. A kit for screening a prophylactic/therapeutic agent for atherosclerosis which 
is characterized by conq)rising the protein having the same or substantially the same 
amino acid sequence as that of SEQ ID NO: 1 , its partial peptide or a salt thereof 

22. A method of screening a prophylactic/therq>eutic agent for atherosclerosis 
which is characterized by using a polynucleotide coding for the protein having the same or 
substantiaUy the same amino acid sequence as that of SEQ ID NO: 1. or a partial peptide 
thereof 

23. A kit for screening a prophylactic/therapeutic agent for atherosclerosis which 
is characterized by conc^rising a polynucleotide coding for the protdn having the same or 
substantially the same amino acid sequence as that of SEQ ID NO: 1, or a partial peptide 
thereof 
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24. A method of screening a prophylactic/therapeutic agent for atherosclerosis 
which is characterized by assaying an activity of the protein comprising the same or 
substantially the same amino acid sequence as that of SEQ ID NO: 1, its partial peptide or 
a salt thereof. 

25. A method of screening a prophylactic/therapeutic agent for atherosclerosis 
which is characterized by quantifying the protein comprising the same or substantially the 
same amino acid sequence as that of SEQ ID NO: 1, its partial pq>tide or a sah thereof 

26. A method of quantifying the protein cotxprising the same or substantially the 
same amino acid sequence as that of SEQ ID NO: 1, its partial peptide or a sah thereof^ 
which is characterized by using an antibody to synthase. 

27. A method of screening a prophylactic/therapeutic agent for atherosclerosis 
which is charact^ized by quantifying a polynucleotide coding for the protein having the 
same or substantially the same amino acid sequence as that of SEQ ID NO: 1 » or a partial 
peptide thereof. 

2S. A method for preventtng/treating atherosclerosis which is characterized by 
ixihibittng GM3 synthase. 

29. A method for preventing/treating atherosclerosis which is characterized by 
inhibiting an expression of GM3 syi^hase. 

30. A method for preventing/treating atherosclerosis which is characterized by 
administering an effective amoxmt of GM3 synthase inhibitor to mammals. 

3 1 . A method for preventing/treating atherosclerosis which is characterized by 
administering an effective amotmt of inhibitor for expression of GM3 synthase to 

mamm a liy 

32. Use of GM3 synthase inhibitor for manu&ctuiing a prophylactic/therapentic 
agent for atherosclerosis. 

33. Use of inhibitor for e?g)ression of GM3 synthase for manu&cturing a 
prophylactic/therapeutic agent for atherosclerosis. 
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